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Melnor patriot The champagne Itlea spctiilfnj; ?20U mid
that lias drunk the lioalth Un- - aian for the purpose Iirrovln;r SI."
cle Sam and the confusion Span- - tram lilm mailt the Fallot- - fool faint-lard- s

would float small gunboat. Ho aess Ills olnr plexus,
seized Bill by the hand, pulled him "It nln't rlKlit for you
Into tho private office nnd two minutes this." began, but Melnor would not
later had Insisted upon taking tho hear wbrd. lie had gently com.
search for Tom Grady entirely Into lis mandlng war which lilted e.vaetly
own hands. the sailor's rallied obedience. from

'While tho Investigation was making that moment nuuncr'n Mnte Doyle was
fwo young gentlemen named Stratton eoniplHcly under the Kwn.vif .Mel-an-

Heovcs called upon Melnor nnd "or hail been the admiral,
were duly presented Bill, whore-- 'J'vn ojiy'rle pabitook the party
upon Messrs. Stratton nnd Itcevoa town, llti.vlo riding with Melnor the
swore tho name the gods fit building where lie? hail hIJt rooms,
once that they were proud take tho ttceves nnd Rtrh'ton weiv there
hand Gunner's Mate Doyle the The rooms appeared Doyle
iiaieigu.

wns not soft hand', by the way,
but wns clean one, nnd Doyle from
top too keel truck, you pre-
fer the phrase wns a neat, natty
young snllorman.

"Mr. Doyle's going dinner with
tonight," said Melnor. "Allen's boon
called away. There's a vacant chair."

"Out slglitl" exclaimed Stratton
and Beeves.

Doyle turned very red. his heart
wanted He had taken sail-

or's strong and sudden liking for Mel-
nor, nnd knew that his company

should great things, i'et was
afraid a queer word connec-
tion with Bill Doyle.

better not," said. "I've got
place your party. a pounder
shell tho C Inch gun. I wouldn't lit."
, "Any Dewey's men," said Mel-
nor, with vast Impresslvencss. big
enough any place that will hold
hlin."

"If I could Tom Grady first," said
Doyle, hesitating.

"Won't- tnmnrrnw fin?" nal.-rw- t Mnlnnr
.

unow.- - saiu uoyie. .Ytrirtr
rubbed his head thoughtfully.

luxurious abode lnhal.lt-wa- slie could not tell these men whv tlie most
anxious Tom Grady. nn? mrtal creature,'. He was

young man' ipilck perceptions, and
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worked that

S.The building been remoaeieu anu
proved the extent that
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Hash there came edueii-tlo- n

the living. He became
conscious new kind envy,.

Melnor's made large supply
champagno cocktail, delicacy never
before the palate Bill
Doyle. He had the like

cxcosdlngly. The which
under the pressure Me-

lnor's did not disturb
head, but upset his nations about

Ho had never liked liquor,
beer had merely
good thing hot day,

that .champagne cocktail might
times nnd Hensotis.

not worth while describe
the dinner for eight. When Doyle learn-
ed that the other four were la-

dles with the theatrical
had visions wild revelry

such had read about
the mutter

fact, the dinner was decorous
have been that

Kllll nlnnltf Rlwrv.
h.ody did said clever

wns having the time his life nuil
was great good fortune

wun such people
another and brighter sphere.

He learned that Itocves was not
Yorker, but from Chi- -

cago, who had recently made himself
by losing sum money.

Beeves did not
his therefore Bill,

had Ideas about decided
that must truly man.

These facts communicated
Bill Miss the young we.ni- -

who was making such havoc witli

the Intimate friends Melnor
nnd his guests. Bill judged that
must accidentally have fallen Into

the most distinguished
the

He bosun take Inter- -

wealth nnd luxury, subjects
which giveu only the
vaguest this had
talked hlni about the
the Great American desert, would
never have been nble grain
sand without emotion.

The dinner till half past
when the party the--

ntcr. arriving when tho performance.,,,,,
sIllular ()Str;Wacanee oven

fortnnntL, Mnft; Aftert., cmu,lnl
should get
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It was not healing. The tho
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worth home, but the The pretty who have smll-ti- e

fellow had seen "ward" once upon Allen upon
was private room would and by o'clock his heart was like
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magnlucent liberality; but, 'as he aftdr
ward oxptcssed It, with $5 lu his pock- -

ct lit thnt crowd he "simply hnd to boy
"n bum." -

There wns one Incident of tho Bupper,
which Impressed Bill particularly. Mr.
Beeves received a note, and the boy
who brought It said ho had been on the
trail since (i o'clock.

As ItjL'yves took tho envelope In his
hand the oyea of the young woman be-

side !ilin fell upon It. Bill saw her face
suddenly flush.

That's from Millie Lenvlttl" she
cried.

"You are mistaken, my friend," re- -'

piled I'.ecvcs gently, nnd ho made a
movement us If to put tho note Into his
pocket unopened.

I The girl snatched It out of his baud
and sprang up. Hill's common sense
told 111 tn thnt this scene was half jest,

I yet ho viewed It with awful atteutlon
ns u revelation of the Innermost parts
of high life.

I "It's from Millie, and I'm going to
read It." exclaimed the girl, and she
tore an end of the envelope.

"I beg you not to do so." said Beeves.
"It is not irom a woman."

The girl wavered. Kvldeutly her
sence of lienor would not permit her to
rend the note, yet her Jealousy demand-
ed Miuietiilng.

"If I can't read It," she said, "nei-

ther shall you. I'll burn It."
"If you caunot take my word for It,"

said Reeves gently, "you may do what
pleases you."

She seized n burning taper which had
been put upon the table for the con-

venience of the gentlemen, who were
smoking, and set a corner of the en-

velope alight. Beeves did uot move a
nnlM-le- .

Suddenly the girl clutched the burn-
ing paper In her hand, extinguishing
the Maine, and then she threw the en-

velope down In front of Iteeves.
Tliiiiih you," said he. and was again

nlHiiii to pocket the uote when the girl,
with tears in her eyes, whispered.
"I'leiise let me read It. .lohuuy."

lie Jliidihil. and she pounced upon
the lettei like a kitten. The next In-

stant she scrcaiiieil so .loudly that the
hero of Manila and all the others ex-

cept Iteeves sprang up In alarm.
The envelope contained live Bank of

England iiiiies,?of 100 each-char- red

on the edges'r-an- d this communion.
thin:

nir .lolin tliri- - ore the proceeds of the rale ot
tlie tijtt ! niir hori.li hi l'.nglUh money, as you
rcyiif-in- l If On doesn't pull yon thruuli. I'll
Ih lisnnl 11 I , you're coiti lo ri-- i out at
ill t Wt inni1 to me. old man, II anything rom
uiunz. ami I Mill do my licst. faithfully yours,

Dux.ilu I'atnk.
The girl read It aloud, and then she

put her head lu her arms on tlie tnble
and shed copious tears real ones too.

And I'.lll Doyle had a new Idea of
calmness and courage. Beeves, the
stock gambler, had displaced all the
naval hemes lu history.

When the supper, wns over, the gun-
ner's mate took his- - fair partner homo
lu a cab., On the Broadway corner of
the street Where she lived stood a
young man with roses which he had
been offering for saje lu the nil night
restaurants. Bill bought the stock for
$3. despite the protests of his compan-
ion, who promised to keep thorn nnd
did for almost two days.

She said good ulglit to Bill very pret-
tily nt hor door. He returned to the
cab like one lu n.Uream.

"I'm to take you anywhere you watit
to go." said the eabmnn.

"I'll walk." replied Bill, who had not
the courage to give the location of the
tenement where his sister lived.

He plodded slowly home, and every
step gave him a singular sensation of
walking down hill.

The next morning he called at Me-
lnor's office, vaguely hoping thnt there
would lie another dinner party. Mel-

nor was not there, but. he left a uote
for Bill saying that he regretted hav-
ing to Inform him that Tom Grady was

III

v 1
Bar. said conn sicim to iiii.l.

dead. Tin note wns very kind and po-
lite, lint It did uot mention any more
dinner parties.

So that wna the end. Nothing In
New York was too good for Bill, and
this Is what he had got:

in his brain a vision of wealth and
luxury nnd a rVoublesome new Idea of
life.

In his stomach a emvliig for terrapin
and champagne cocktails.

In his heart n hopeless and absur
passion for a girl who was not what lie
thought she was and would uot have
been a good mate for him even If slit-ha- d

been.
In his soul a new Ideal of eharartpr

and conduct founded upon an exhibi-
tion of foolishness by a born gambler.

Tlies-- things had cost him S3, which'
had 'nominally purchased roses, lie
was just rn much poorer I)'v packet,
though something like a Jn'pirtrijd ir.fl
beefi spent upon li'lu'i In the last few
Iiourj.

The only thing "Tie had gained was
'tlie kuow-fedg- 'tl&t, To'uj tSnidy Ti'af.
'dcJui. :

HE WENT UP HIGHER

"The question of sick at.d annual
leave," said ti clerk in tm up town

iparttnent to a reporter, "is here
one of tho utmostimportanee to gov-
ernment clerks and is one of their
precious privileges. I will tell you
of nn oceurrenco iu mv deimrtmontv I

hieh will interest fellow clerks es
pecially.

"A clerk in niy division nut in an
application for ti few days' leave in
tho usual form m writing, to be
O. K.'d by tao chief of diviaon and
sent on its way to tho chief cleric of
the department. Not hearing from
it and tho time approaching for his
departure ho went to his chief and
stud:

" 'Mr. . how about my ap- -

plication?'
" 'Here it is on my desk. I have

uot sent it up. It is too early in tho
ct.r to apply for that leiurthof time.

important business or not. You
cannot be spared.,

"My friend, who is a little fellow
and a diplomat, grasped the situa
tion at once. It happened that he
had u personal acquaintance with
tho secretary, one of those rare

where a cabinet oflicer has
a personal acquaintance with one of
Ins own clerks. They had met out- -

side of the department, for tlie little
fellow is a member of an influential
family in tho secretary's own dis
trict.

"He bowed and withdrew, but in-

stead of going back to his desk he
made a short cut up tho corriuors
toward the secretary's room. Just
as lie was approaching tlie hitter's
private ofllce entrance the secretary,
iu company with a couple of ccntle- -

men, came out. Observing the clerk
and Ins anxious, inquiring face, he
paused, shook him cordially bv the
hand and exclaimed to his compan
ions:

" 'Senator, here is a bright little
fellow from my state who is. the fath-
er of the bigge st, cherubic faced babv
you evor saw and the husband of .Iho
happiest of wife mothers. Look at
him blush. Well, what's tho matter
now?'

" 'Why, I want to tro awav on
business for a fortnight, nud'

"' Well, you little rascal, whv
don't you go? I'll let vou onlv be
sure to come back and dor.'t get
lost on the cars.'

"The secretary's hearty laugh, m
which the others ioined. echoed in the
marble tessellated corridors, and they
passed on. The 'royal word' had been
given.

"That ovenincr at ouarter to 4 ho.
left it until last minute purposely-h- c
went to his chief. It was his turn to
rub it --in.

' 'Mr. ,' he said quietly, 'have you
sent up my leave?'

"'I have not,' replied the chief
shortly., 'I disposed of that question
this morning.'

"'I thought that tho .secretary
granted leave in this department. I
was not aware that chiefs of division
possessed that authority.' It was war
now. Both looked each other unflinch-
ingly in the eye. Then tho chief be-

gan to smell a little oflicial mouse
and ri s irted to browbeating, us is
not unusual under similar circum-
stances,

" 'You are impertinent'
'"I beg your pardon,' quickly

the clerk, 'for a chief to
say to a dork that ho is impertinent
imputes a cliurgo iijfainst him. I re
quest that you withdraw that re
mark, it is no impertinence for a
clerk to state a rulo of the depart-
ment to his chief, more especially
when lie appears to havo forgotten
it or is unaware of its existence. Tho
speretary, and ho alone, finally grants
or disapproves applications for leave
in all departments of the govern-
ment. I have ne ver before heard thid
authority questioned'

-- " 'I don't question it,' hastily inter-jgpte- d

the chief, to whpse nose the
official nioitsy snic-- wiw oaeji moment
becoming more ueuto,
: " 'By not submitting my applica-
tion to those whose province It is to
decide such qu(V,tinn '.you 'certainly
do question it and exceed your author-rity- .

Approved or disapproved' by
6u, they and not you pasJf'oa it filial-

ly, and, furthermore, you know it.'
'I will send It up tomorrow,' NUui

tho chief aa hoclhiibvd down from his
h'gjh horse as g.Meoftiily as the cer--a

sion admitted. Lot :ac see, you wish
totgo'

'''Tako your time,' replied my
friend pleasantly. ' J aLvndy
granted. 1 havo the secretary's per-soti- nl

permission to go p?o:iJed 1 do
not et lost on tho enrs "I start to- -
mi&rrow, and I will try tfoV'to .?ol
im ZmW"'fcbiWct& Stir'.
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